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Moth Recording in Tarn-et-Garonne, south-west
France

by Frank Botterill (6226)

49 Heaworth Crescent, Moorgate, Roiherbeam S60 3BW.

Introduction

Bulletin Number 448 contained a short piece (since repeated) which
caught my attention, from member Jenny Boncey. Jenny is involved in
renovating a traditional-style farmhouse in the département of Tarn-et-
Garonne in southwest France and was making an offer which I wasn’t
able to refuse — free accommodation in return for a survey of insects.
Because my wife and I were away visiting our son in France at the time
of publication, I didn’t read the article until half way through July.
However, two quick e-mails later and it was all arranged — another trip
to France in the second half of September to do a moth survey (plus a
second visit to see our new grand daughter!)

The Site

The farm of Barrau is part of the tiny hamlet of Haumont, about an
hour’s drive northwest of Toulouse, though we took the three day route
from South Yorkshire.

The farmhouse stands in its own plot of about 16 acres and has a
small out-building nearby, totally rebuilt and equipped to provide
holiday accommodation for two (fairly friendly!) people.

The land itself falls into several different areas:-

® The highest part is a sizable flat meadow area, with many herbs,
featuring Viper’s Bugloss.

® [n a secluded corner of this meadow is a very large pond, sadly
reduced by the drought of 2003 to an area about the size of our
dining table and amply provided with my least favourite French
starter — edible frogs!

® There is a second meadow area, falling steeply away into a valley
with cultivated fields beyond. Both meadows seem relatively un-
improved, but are in need of a grazing or mowing regime.

® There are two large areas of mature oak woodland, both on steep
slopes, separated by a 3 or 4 metre wide grassy lane.

® This lane divides at the foot of the slope, to continue around the

base of each area of woodland. The lanes provide oppo1tun1tles for
woodland edge shrubs and more herbaceous plants.
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® In the centre of the property, between top-meadow and woodland,
is the house, with flower and herb gardens around. The guest
bungalow faces the front of the farmhouse, but the back door
opens on to a small sitting area at the edge of one of the woods.

Equipment

With just two people in an estate car, there was no shortage of space,
so I took along most of the gear I would normally use at home,
consisting of:-

® A selection of tubes, jars and nets.

® My portable Honda 2 stroke generator, with sheet, 160watt
mercury-tungsten blended lamp and fisherman’s rod-rest.

® Home built light trap using 125watt mercury vapour lamp in a
Robinson style funnel, mounted in a large cardboard (for lightness)
computer- monitor box with plywood lid, measuring 50 x 40 x 50

cm approx.
® A small collection of reference books — see References.
® Boots, torches and folding seats.

® A pot of homemade sugaring mixture.

® [land lenses and new digital camera.

Methods

Despite the very hot days and lateness of the visit (we arrived on the
16th of September), nighttime temperatures held up very well. We were
easily able to sit around the portable light in the evenings wearing only
shorts and T-shirts. Daytime temperatures were generally too high for
us to venture out for long in full sun.

Every evening, except the last, for the six nights of our stay we set
up the portable lighting equipment in a different part of the property
and sat around recording for around three hours. Separate species lists
were compiled in this way for the pond side, top-meadow, steep
woodland near the house and foot of the steep lane.

For our final working night, Jenny had invited some of her friends to
come and join us mothing and to stay overnight to open the trap in the
morning. We selected a spot half way down the steep lane where there
was room for all 10 of us to gather round the sheet, and this provided
us with a list from another different site.
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Each night, the static trap was switched on at dusk, before setting off
with portable gear, and turned off again around 7.30 the following
morning, the catch generally being examined straight away. On the first
night, the trap was placed at the full extent of its cable from the
bungalow, just reaching into the adjacent woodland. By the second
night, an extension cable had been found enabling us to re-site the trap
slightly further away, just on the edge of this woodland, further up at a
flatter site where it was much easier to examine. Thus, over the six
nights, two more species lists were compiled from these two areas.

During the daytime, an occasional watch was kept on the flowers
and herbs, revealing a list of 8 butterflies and several day-flying moths,
most numerous of which (by far) was Scarce Bordered Straw.

I also managed to try out the sugaring mixture on a couple of
occasions, but as so often happens with sugaring, it proved to be
singularly ineffective; and there was little incentive to persevere since
light trap catches were so good.

At home I usually use a tea chest as a catching box and find this better
than a Robinson trap because of the greater space inside. In France, I
found the computer monitor box performed even better, with plenty of
room for egg boxes. Luckily, there was no rain and very little wind,
which could have been difficult with a cardboard box.

Results

Late September proved to be an interesting time to be in southern
France, since many larger insects had reached maturity and were still
around. Notable and generally easily recognisable non-moth species
recorded included European Swallowtail, Painted Lady, White Admiral,
Long-tailed Blue, Mallow Skipper Carcharodus alceae, several different
bush crickets, bloody-nosed beetle, sexton beetle, the weevil Curculio
elephas, potter wasp, hornets and the hornet-mimic hoverfly Milesia
crabroniformis, various bugs including the fire bug Pyrrbocorus apterus
and the striped shield bug Graphosoma italicum, the spider Argiope
bruennichi and good numbers of praying mantids. These latter were all
females, prompting me to wonder if mating had already taken place
and the males been devoured!

Separate moth lists were compiled for each site where recording took
place during the week, but naturally enough, there was a very large
over-lap of species between the different sub-sites, and only the final
composite list is published here.
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It was noticeable how few genuinely autumnal species were
recorded, and how few micros were about; in the end I built up a fair
list of pyralids; but tortricids were distinctly scarce and smaller things
almost non-existent. Perhaps they were just hard to spot amongst the
sometimes overwhelming numbers of larger species!

Likewise, only one hawk moth was seen during the whole stay, this
being a Convolvulus Hawk found at rest, close to the static trap on the
final morning of operation. It was a fitting end to the week, and a
spectacular moth for the other visitors to see, but we wondered where
all the other hawks were — there was no shortage of Humming-bird
Hawks the following week at our son’s house near Grenoble!

I have recorded moths in France on quite a number of visits over
about the last 12 years, and although this was actually the furthest
south-west I have ventured, it confirmed my impression that most of
the species encountered are actually on the British list, though some
have only very occasionally or doubtfully been recorded here. On this
visit, only six of the 119 species recorded could not be located in the
usual British identification guides, and these ‘French’ species have been
allocated false numbers in the accompanying list to allow them to be
placed accurately alongside their British relatives.

Also in the list, I have shown the French vernacular names given in
Leraut, the status of species in Britain and some comments on habitats
and food-plants, which were readily available in the literature. The
‘Nos’ column gives an indication of the maximum numbers seen on any
one occasion during the week, with five being generally an
approximate number and >10 and >20 being used when accurate
counting was judged to be unnecessary.

Conclusion

Jenny had already been visited by some ‘butterfly people’ who had
recorded moths during Summer 2002. Their results, combined with
mine, will surely give a total moth list of well over 200 species, which
might be of interest in a future bulletin. There is huge scope, though, for
the recording of other orders, and for work to be done on botany/food-
plants and habitat management. Any specialists wondering where to
spend a week’s holiday should consider making contact with Jenny.

Acknowledgements

My thanks to Jenny Boncey for making us so welcome and to Harry
Beaumont, YNU micro recorder, for confirming and determining the



150 Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists' Society "

identification of the small number of specimens which had to be
retained.

References

Skinner, B., 1984. Colour Identification Guide to Moths of the British Isles. Viking.

Waring, P., & Townsend, M., 2003. Field Guide to the Moths of Great Britain and Ireland.
British Wildlife Publishing.

Goater, B., 19806, British Pyralid Moths. Harley Books.,

Heath, |, & Emmet, AM., 1983, The Moths and Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland.
Vol 7c2). Harley Books.

Leraut, P., 1992. Les Papillons dans leur milieu. Bordas,

Razowski, J., 2001 Die Toririciden Mitteleuropas.

Some Butterflies on the Balearic Islands in June

by David Newman (8968)
17 Merlin Way, Chipping Sodbury, Bristol BS37 6XP

I am a decidedly amateur amateur entomologist! All wildlife fascinates
me but my special joy is butterflies. Although 1 do survey some sites on
a more-a-less regular basis and do try to stick to a fixed survey route, 1
cannot put my hand on my heart and say that T have ever walked a
transect, except by accident. I get great enjoyment from observing and
recording the wildlife in my own garden but otherwise I am a bit of an
opportunist. My greatest pleasure is to stumble upon butterflies where
other people might not deign to look.

Our annual family holiday, which now includes my little grandson
and his parents, generally consists of a week in self-catering
accommaodation somewhere sunny. The aim is to enjoy as much of the
outdoors as possible and to “eat out” at every available opportunity.
The Balearic Islands of Ibiza and Menorca seemed to offer just what we
look for — a short flight and easy access by hire car to a variety of
seaside locations. Both islands can be traversed from end to end in a
couple of hours.

On holiday we typically head off to a suitable looking beach and,
having settled the family down to the serious business of making sand
castles, swimming etc., “grandpa” forays forth into the adjacent environs
to meet the local butterfly residents. This means that most sites |
investigate are coastal. Occasionally the whole family will join me on
an inland butterfly safari, much to my delight.



